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EPA  TO  STUDY  SALINE  SEEP 

At  the  request  of  the  EQC  and  the  now  defunct  Governor's  Emergency  Committee 
on  Saline  Seep,  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency  will  conduct  a  biological  and 
water  quality  survey  of  seep-affected  farm  reservoirs  on  the  Highwood  Bench  near 
Fort  Benton  in  northcentral  Montana.  Ecological  measurements  will  also  be  made 
on  three  streams  that  flow  through  the  saline  affected  area  and  on  into  the 
Missouri  River. 

The  study  will  be  conducted  out  of  EPA's  National  Field  Investigation  Center 
headquartered  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  A  mobile  laboratory  will  be  used  to  determine 
the  concentrations  of  oxygen  and  dissolved  salts  in  the  water  as  well  as  other 
physical  and  chemical  constituents.  Fish  and  other  aquatic  life  will  also  be 
sampled. 

The  study  was  prompted  by  reports  that  the  salinity  of  reservoirs  on  the 
Bench  was  increasing  and  that  fish  populations  were  mysteriously  disappearing. 
The  potential  also  exists  for  contaminating  the  Missouri  River  through  seepage 
carried  in  coulees  and  feeder  streams.  Any  degradation  of  water  quality  here 
will  affect  downstream  users.  Water  treatment  may  become  more  expensive  and  cer- 
tain water  use  options  may  be  foreclosed  entirely  unless  saline  seep  is  held  in 
check. 

The  objectives  of  the  study  will  be  to  outline  the  severity  of  the  water 
quality  problem,  to  define  the  agent  or  agents  responsible  for  suspected  fish 
mortality,  and  to  suggest  methods  for  restoring  water  quality  in  affected  areas 
and  maintaining  existing  water  quality  in  those  waters  not  appreciably  affected 
to  date. 

The  first  phase  of  the  study  will  begin  June  10,  1974  with  follow  up  sur- 
veys scheduled  for  later  in  the  year. 


URANIUM  LEASING 

On  May  20,  the  State  Board  of  Land  Commissioners  voted  to  defer  action  for 
thirty  days  on  the  application  by  the  Fellmont  Oil  Corporation  to  lease  1920 
acres  of  state  land  in  Carter  County  for  the  mining  of  uranium,  while  the  Depart- 
ment of  State  Lands  re-examines  the  state's  uranium  leasing  policy.  The  Board's 
action  was  in  response  to  a  request  by  the  Northern  Plains  Resource  Council  of 
Billings  that  the  state's  uranium  leasing  policy  be  further  examined  before  any 
additional  state  lands  are  leased. 

The  State  of  Montana  has  already  leased  over  83,000  acres  of  state  lands 
for  uranium  in  11  counties:  Carter,  Cascade,  Sweet  Grass,  Judith  Basin,  Fergus, 
Petroleum,  Musselshell,  Madison,  Broadwater,  Beaverhead,  and  Jefferson.  This  is 
compared  to  the  56,000  acres  of  state  land  currently  leased  for  coal.  Uranium 
prospecting  is  currently  taking  place  in  17  counties. 

In  making  its  request,  NPRC  cited  the  reason  that  neither  the  people  of 
Montana  nor  the  state  government  are  sufficiently  familiar  with  the  nature  of 
uranium  mining  or  the  impacts  resulting  therefrom.  Specifically,  NPRC  asked 
that  the  following  aspects  of  the  state's  uranium  leasing  policy  be  assessed 
before  further  leasing  is  approved: 

(1)  whether  the  state  uranium  lease  terms  are  adequate  to  insure 
the  economic  and  environmental  well-being  of  the  people  of 
Montana; 

(2)  whether  the  state  uranium  lease  royalty  provisions  insure  a 
fair  and  reasonable  return  to  the  state's  treasury; 

(3)  whether  a  state  uranium  lease  in  any  manner  or  form  commits 
the  state  to  the  eventual  mining  of  the  lands  involved; 

(4)  whether  the  relevant  state  agencies  have  sufficient  resources 
to  insure  that  all  applicable  state  laws  are  enforced  as  a 
uranium  industry  develops  in  the  state;  and 

(5)  whether  it  is  in  the  public  interest  to  allow  further  uranium 
leasing  at  this  time  given  our  knowledge  of  the  nature  and 
probable  impacts  of  the  pending  uranium  development. 

NEW  ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACT  STATEMENTS  MAY  1-15 

Originating 
Date  Received        STATE  ---  Subject  Agency 

5-1-74  Meadow  Mountain  Ranch  Sub-  DHES 

division.  Located  between 
Kalispell  and  Libby  in  Lincoln 
Co.  22  acres.  30  lots. 


New  environmental  impact  statements  (continued). 

Originating 
_     Date  Received        STATE  —  Subject  Agency 

5-1-74  First  Addition  to  Airfield  DHES 

Tracts.  Proposed  subdivision  1 
mi.  n.e.  of  Libby  in  Lincoln  Co. 
8.5  acres.  5  lots. 

5-1-74  Hillcrest  Estates  Master  Plan.  DHES 

Proposed  phased  subdivision  lo- 
cated 1*5  mi.  n.  of  Kali  spell  in 
Flathead  Co.  123  lots.  97  acres. 

5-1-74  Western  Acres  Subdivision.  Pro-         DHES 

posed  residential  land  division 
located  near  the  s.w,  corner  of 
Kali  spell  in  Flathead  Co.  11  lots. 
11 .4  acres. 

5-1-74  French  Subdivision.  Proposed  res-       DHES 

idential  land  division  located  in  the 
s.e.  section  of  Kalispell  in  Flathead 
Co.  10  lots.  6.4  acres. 

5-6-74  Russell  Westlake  Swine  Operation.        DHES 

Located  5  mi .  n.  of  Bozeman  in 
Gallatin  Co.  Total  capacity  of 
P  1,000  head. 

5-6-74  Proposed  rules  for  implementation        DNR&C 

of  the  Montana  Floodway  Management 

and  Regulation  Act.  Flood-plain 

management  and  regulation  program 
for  all  State  water  courses  with 

drainage  areas  of  greater  than  25 
square  miles. 

5-6-74  Southeast  of  Wolf  Point  -  Hungry         DH 

Creek.  This  highway  project  begins 
approx.  7.  mi.  s.e.  of  Wolf  Point  and 
extends  s.w.  7.107  mi.  Work  to  be 
performed  will  be  to  restore  the 
shape  of  the  roadway  surface. 

5-8-74  Garrison  East  and  West.  Project         DH 

begins  1.8  mi.  n.w.  of  Garrison  and 
extends  7.5  mi.  s.e.  It  will  be  a 
four  lane,  controlled  access  facility. 
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New  environmental  impact  statements  (continued). 

Originating 
Date  Received        STATE  —  Subject  Agency 

5-8-74  Treasure  State  Testing  Station.         DHES  N 

This  cattle  feeding  operation  is 
located  adjacent  to  the  n.w.  city 
limits  for  the  city  of  Havre  in 
Hill  Co. 

5-8-74  Art  Hauge  Swine  Operation.  Total        DHES  N 

capacity  of  1,000  head.  Located 
approx.  2h  mi.  s.  of  Turner  in 
Blaine  Co. 

5-8-74  Dave  Shaules  Feedlot.  Capacity         DHES  N 

for  900  feeder  cattle.  This 
operation  encompasses  3  acres  and 
is  located  n.e.  of  Billings  in 
Yellowstone  Co. 

5-9-74  Treasure  State  Cattle  Feeders,  Inc.       DHES  N 

Proposed  feeding  operation  for 
5,000  feeder  cattle.  Located  n.e. 
of  Hardin  in  Big  Horn  Co.  50  acres. 

5-10-74  Monida  -  Lima.  Located  approx.  2        DH  N 

mi.  n.  of  Lima.  Safety  improvements. 

5-10-74  Libby  -  Manicke.  Located  within  the      DH  N 

Libby  city  limits  in  Lincoln  Co.  Work 
will  consist  of  placing  a  plant  mix 
seal  overlay. 

5-10-74  1-15  Dillon  South  and  F-241  (20).        DH  F 

Dillon  I  Connection.  New  four-lane 
divided  Interstate  highway  beginning 
5.3  mi.  so.  of  Dillon  and  extending 
5.6  mi.  to  west  edge  of  Dillon. 

5-13-74  Outback  Mobile  Home  Settlement.  Pro-     DHES  F 

posed  trailer  court  s.  of  Olney.  41 
spaces,  occupying  7.5  acres. 

5-13-74  Approval  of  Western  Energy  Company's      DSL  N 

Strip  Mining  Plan  for  area  E-1  of  the 
Rosebud  Mine  pursuant  to  Chapter  220, 
The  Montana  Strip  Mined  Coal  Conserva- 
tion Act. 

5-13-74  Highway  project  on  eastern  fringe  of      DH  N 

Billings.  Widening  of  6th  Ave.  N.  or 
making  a  couplet  of  4th  Ave.  N.  and 
6th  Ave.  N. 
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D  -  draft  statement 

EW  -  emerqency  waiver 

F  -  final  statement 

N  -  negative  declaration 


DHES  -  Dept.  of  Health  &  Environmental 

Sciences 
DH  -  Department  of  Highways 
DNR&C  -  Department  of  Natural  Resources  & 

Conservation 
DSL  -  Department  of  State  Lands 
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